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nga Onga calf rearers
Kevin and Joy Murphy
are a template for the

rearing industry says scientist Paul
Muir.

Muir, with On-Farm Research
in Hawke's Bay, says they are
taking risk out of the process
because they contract their calves
to finishers.

At the East Coast Beef
Courcil's seminar on the business
of calf rearing in early July, Kevin
Murphy explained how they
contracted all their calves.

The couple have reared up to
1250 calves a year, and don't rear
any unless they know where they
are going.

Murphy explains they work
with forward-thinking finishers,
and get them to pay for their
four-day-old calves on delivery:
] am very appreciative of my
. clients, 1 can't speak highly
enough of them, and they help
us within our business. It enabies
me to buy better calves.”

"] can't afford to rear taking
100% of the risk. I am not out
there on this level to. get cleaned
out."

*1t will not be until
technosystems are empty or semi-
empty that we as calf rearers have
a little bit more negotiating
strength. I think finishers should
be tying up with calf rearers."

He also suggests rearers could,
as a means of guaranteeing their
supply of quality calves, provide
semen straws to dairy farmers or
supply them with a-pedigree bull,
"t js a win:win situation.”

He also talks about how
farmers will be able to sex semen
in a few years. That will help
because farmers will breed female
replacements and the rest will
get a'malé calf. :

Musphy, the last speaker at
the seminar, was hugely
entertaining. He thought all
finishers should have to rear 300
calves for themselves to find out
what rearers faced.

There were a few things every
calf rearer needed, he says,
reaching into a bag: the first was
a calculator. "On November 15
you'll need a pair of binoculars

to find the buyers. And if it is dry
in Hawke's Bay then you'll need
a telescope to see the buyers. At
this stage all the company reps
who told you to rear calves
become invisible."

He says the beef industry is
facing a major shortage of animals
to finish. .

7in 2001 700,000 calves were
reared in the industry, in 2002
530,000, and in 2003 only 380,000.
some of the guys with
technosystems won't be able 10
fill them with Friesian bulls as
they are not there."

Later, he pulled out some rose
tinted glasses. "You need them
when you go to a sale."

His advice fo the rearers at the
seminar was to budget carefully
to ensure that they remained in
as profitable a position as
possible.

"The worst disease that affects
my calf rearing prices is a weak
seller such as someone selling
calves in the Waikato for $280. If
you are rearing for yourself, buy
the best possible calves you can.”

Rearers often felt squeezed
between the dairy farmer supplier
and the finisher, who demanded
calves by November 15. Murphy
didn't agree with having
November 15 as a cut-off date.
I would be more worried about
how old my calf was when it
reached 100kg than the date of
the 15th."

He also warns rearers about
potential problems when buying
four-day calves off a bobby calf
truck or freezing company. "You
could be buying problems."

These calves may not be of
very good quality if the dairy
farmer has put them on the bobby
truck, nor may they have had
colostrum.

Muit-says.25% of calves do
not get colostrum before being
sold or wucked. This can be a
problem particularly on large
scale dairy farms. “Sometimes
they are just packed in a pen,
and they dén't get fed until the

next day. It is too late. Colostrum
absorption decreases dramatically
in 24 hours. It is a fact of life on
these big properties."

Central Hawke’s Bay couple
a template for calf

*The benefits of colostrum are
through the antibodies. In the
calf the gut closes over after 24
hours and it can no longer absorb
antibodies."

The test to see if calves have
been fed colostrum cost $10 and
took about four days 1o get 2
result.

Murphy says many rearers do
not like buying out of big herds
unless they know the
management systems for these
calves. "I believe that rotovirus
and a few other problems we get
in calves are triggered by stress."

The industry also had to face

the issue of crossbred calves, as

more and more calves were likely
to be crossbreds. "We are told
they grow as fast as other calves,
but why do finishers not want
these calves that grow as fast as
the others?"

Crossbred calves are probably
lighter coming in, and to get them
to 100kg will cost more.”

More Friesian semen is said to
be used in the dairy industry, but
Murphy puts it down to dairy

rearing

Central Hawke’s Bay calf rearer Kevin Murphy.

farmers breeding their crossbred
cows back towards the Friesians.
This will not result in more
straight Friesian bulls available
to rear.

Muir says crossbred calves with
good frames are worth finishing,
but there is finisher prejudice
against coat colour.

Kevin Murphy has had
crossbreds "with legs thicker than
mine" and which weighed 120 to
130kg after12 weeks, but finishers
did not want them.

Finishers prefer the more
tradeable Friesian bulls and may
take the risk of crossbreds but
“get hammered 20 to 30 cents
per kilogram," one finisher says.

Waikato calf rearer Helen
pidduck says they check very
carefully the backgrounds of
calves said to come from Angus
bulls. "If the farmer can't name
the stud he came from, or if it
came from 2 stock leasing person,
we leave it."

Otherwise, she is more than
happy to buy every Angus calf
she can lay her hands on.

TE ATARANGI STUD

ANGUS & HEREFORD - 75 Bulls for Sale

Wednesday 1st Sept - 12.30pm
25 Yearling Herefords - 50 Yearling Angus

6% commission paid to recognised non-participating
companies. Our best bulls are offered each year as
yearlings. The stud is run as part of a 330 cow commercial
herd on a summer-dry coastal property. Ease of calving
and maternal ability are of extreme importance to us. Our
animals are mostly moderate in size. Al calves are weighed
& tagged at birth,

SIRES REPRESENTED IN SALE BULLS INCLUDE:
AN 5. SAP Focus, Kaharau Zodiac 713, Waiterenui
Buster 230, Maunu Legacy 656, Milcreek Charisma,
‘Waiterenui Prince

HEREF:

'40 YEARLING BULLS

- Polled Herefords -
Sale Thursdazf, September 23rd

Auction on the property at 12noon

NBD'INNVOX

SPECIALLY SELECTED FOR HEIFER MATING

« Semen & service fested o EBL tested
* Low birth weight EBV's e Guaranteed quiet
KOANUIL 811 Maraetotara Rd, Havelock North
Chis Chesteiman ¢ Ph/Fax (06) 874 7844 * Email: kphp@xtra.co.nz
Visitors and inspection welcomed any time!

Say thank you to

All those who came and helf
make our 2004 annual on-fai
bull sale a success.

Special Thanks to all of our many
purchasers and new clients, undert
and agents.

- Qur: congratulations _énd thanks 1o stt
L pUrChaBerst

Drayton Charolais; Rakaia; Buils Charolais,

iftmer. Charolais, Tatmarunui

- Hilt & Colleen Gudse
. Ph 06 876 9991 « Fax 06 876 1

e 750 Big Hill Road, Kereru, Hasti
email: charolais.stud.ohara@xira



